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November 2020 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
Welcome back to Term 2 of the school year.  This is going to have many fabulous learning experiences for the pupils 
in Year 5! 
 
Our Topic 
Term 2: Materials 
The children will be focusing on learning all about 
materials, their properties and subsequent uses. 
This is a term that is full of science experiments and 
really allows the children to think of investigations 
and test their ideas.  
 
Maths and English 
In maths lessons, children will be learning about: 
mass, converting between units, squared and cubed 
numbers, and the formal method of multiplication 
and solving word problems. 
 
Times table knowledge (and related division facts) is 
so important and makes maths lessons much more 
efficient. 
 
It would really support your child if they were 
confident with all of their times tables (up to 12x12). 
 
In English, we will be learning to: write persuasively, 
construct reports, develop poetry skills, describe 
scenes and precis work. 
 
In order to support your child, you could encourage 
them to read more to enhance their vocabulary. 
The spellings that your child will be learning this term 
can be accessed through our school website; it would 
be really useful if you could help your child to learn 
these spellings also. 
 

Please promote reading at home every day and ask 
them questions about what they are reading at every 
opportunity.   
 
Your child may bring a water bottle to school. Please 
ensure the bottle is clearly named and only contains 
water.  
 
PE 
Just a reminder, our PE days are Wednesday, 
Thursday and Friday.  Please ensure that your child 
has the appropriate PE kit. For outdoor games, the 
children need plain black/navy tracksuit bottoms, a 
plain white t-shirt, a plain sweatshirt and trainers.  
 
Homework 
Homework is set on a Friday and will continue to 
support your child’s education. It will include weekly 
maths and English activities as well as reading and 
some spelling investigations. If there are ever any 
problems about the homework, simply ask for help 
from an adult in school. 
 
Important Dates 
18.12.20 - Last day of term two 
04.01.21 - First day of term three 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

Mr Greaves, Miss Cairns and Miss Sturt 
Year 5 Class Teachers 
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HOW YOU CAN SUPPORT YOUR CHILD’S LEARNING THIS TERM: 

 
Key things that parents can do to support their child this term related to things they will be learning about: 
 

 If possible, help your child complete their Passport of Achievement – coming soon. 
 

 As our topic is Materials, this term’s challenge is to get the children to make a collage at home and then 
talk about it during “Show and Tell”.  

 

 ‘The Platinum Challenge’ is to make a collage only using natural items (it is the perfect time of year for 
this). House points will be awarded for any entry.  

 

 Actively encourage reading, and question children on their books. 
 

 If possible, allow your child to log on to ‘Hit the Button’ (search Google for it) to help with tables and 
division knowledge. 

 

 Why not try the ice cube experiment below? 
 
 
 

Experiment: Picking up an ice cube 
 

Ice cubes are a great thing to add to your drink. Using only a length of thread, can you pick up an ice cube?  

 

You will need: 

 ice cube 

 thread 

 salt 

 glass of water 
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Method 

1. Try different ways of picking up the ice cube using only the thread. You might try tying it around the 

cube, making a loop or some other way. 

2. Now put the ice cube in the glass of water. 

3. Lay the thread on top of the ice cubes with the ends hanging over the side of the glass. 

4. Sprinkle salt on top of the ice cube and thread. Leave it for a few minutes. 

 

5. Take both ends of the thread and pick them up. 

6. Lift up the ends of the thread and hold them up high. See what happens to the ice cube. 

 

The science: 

Saltwater freezes at a lower temperature than normal water (this is why the sea doesn’t freeze over). The salt 

melts some of the ice so the thread goes slightly inside the ice cube. The water over the thread freezes again 

slightly (because the air by the cube is cold), trapping the thread inside the cube. So when you lift the thread, the 

cube comes with it. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 


