Kirton Primary School
Summer Term Newsletter 2020
We hope that you have been able to take
advantage of the online learning resources
on our website. These were chosen by our
teachers especially for our children. We will
continue to add to these as required.
We are all looking forward to returning to
normal as soon as possible. In the meantime:
stay home and stay safe.
The country is going through unprecedented
times. We hope you and your family are
managing to keep safe and well.
The staff at Kirton Primary School made a
unilateral decision over Easter to remain
open for our Key Worker parents
throughout the break. In fact, staff went
further, defying their own Union advice to
remain open on the Bank Holidays dates as
well. Kirton Primary School has had much to
be proud of recently, but we would like to
express that we are especially proud of our
parents and carers who are Key Workers,
particularly those who are frontline
workers. We are here to support you.
We have made contact with the parents and
carers of our most vulnerable families.
However, many support agencies remain
open; please do not hesitate to access these
should you need them.
We are operating on a skeletal staff and are
unable to man the phones throughout the
day as we normally would. If you need to
contact the school, please do so via email.
We will do our utmost to respond, although
this may take a few days.

Letter of congratulations from the Minister
of State for School Standards

Mrs Donley, Executive Headteacher, has
received the following in a letter from the
Right Honourable Nick Gibb MP:
I would like to congratulate you, your staff
and your pupils on the very high level of
progress that pupils in your school
demonstrated in the reading, writing and
mathematics Key Stage 2 assessments. In
terms of the progress your pupils make
between Key Stage 1 and the end of Key
Stage 2, your school is amongst the top 3%
of schools in England.
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The Government wants to ensure that every
child has the fluency in reading, writing and
mathematics necessary to prepare them for
a

successful

secondary

education

and

beyond, which is why I was delighted to see
your results.

In the four previous years, our school has
been ranked the best school in the county,
and we are proud to confirm it retains its
title as one of the highest performing
schools in Lincolnshire.

Thank you for your work in continuing the
drive towards higher academic standards,
and congratulations again to you and your
staff for your commitment and success.
Kirton Primary School is made up of a
fabulous team of staff, parents/carers,
children and Governors. Thank you to
everyone for contributing to the amazing
success of the school; not just one of the
highest performing schools in Lincolnshire,
but one of the highest performing schools
in the country.
Kirton Primary School Features in the Top
Ten Best State-Funded Primary Schools in
Lincolnshire
. . . for the fifth year running!

We are delighted and proud to announce
that Kirton Primary School has been ranked
the eighth best primary school in
Lincolnshire by the Real Schools Guide,
making the top ten best schools in the
county for five years running - out of over
300 state primary schools in Lincolnshire.

Lincolnshire Live said of The Real Schools
Guide: The guide takes a comprehensive look
at each school in the county and provides a
thorough insight into 45 different aspects
- including not just KS2 results but factors
like progress, pupil-teacher ratios and
absence rates.
The Real Schools Guide, now into its eighth
year, has been praised by ministers and
education experts alike. Former schools
minister David Laws called it ‘public service
journalism in the best tradition’. This guide
aims to move beyond more limited
measurements and give parents a better
idea of which schools will help their child
prosper, no matter what their background
may be.

Art Week – Year 1 model
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Boston’s Creative Writing Competition

Art Week Year 2 model

Four of our children achieved success in
Boston’s fifth annual Creative Writing
Competition organised on behalf of Young
Lincolnshire.
The children were required to write a
fictional piece of creative writing of five
hundred words or fewer. Three of our
children received ‘commended’ and one
received ‘highly commended’ for their work.
The successful students were: Emilia,
Gracie, Matilda and Eliza.
The children were invited to a celebration
event at the Blackfriars Arts Centre in
Boston in January where their stories were
read to the audience by local actors.
Proud staff members also attended the
evening event in order to celebrate with the
children.
Look Out Overhead
Children across the school took part in a
week of art. Each class produced flying
models which have been displayed hanging
from the ceilings around the school.
We hope you will agree that our children
have done an amazing job!

Naming of the Climbing Frames

Congratulations to Daisy who won the
competition last term to name our two large
climbing frames.
In keeping with a climbing theme, Daisy
suggested naming the frames Hillary and
Tabei – the first man and woman to reach
the summit of Mount Everest. However, out
of respect for Tabei, who never wanted to
be known as the ‘first woman’ to reach the
summit but preferred to be remembered as
the 34th person, we have decided to name
the frames Hillary and Norgay (a Sherpa
guide). Hillary and Norgay actually reached
the summit together so they should be
remembered as the first people to do so.
Well done and thank you to all the children
who took part.
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members of staff who supported this
venture.
Sport Relief

Art Week Year 1 model
External Tests
As previously communicated, all external
tests such as the Foundation Stage Profile,
Y1 Phonics Check, Y2 SATs, Y4 Tables
Check and Y6 SATs have been cancelled due
to the Coronavirus outbreak.

Sport Relief brings the nation together to
get active and raise money through the
medium of sport. Money raised by Sport
Relief helps fight inequality by powering
local change makers on the ground.

Art Week Year 1 model
World Book Day
Thank you to everyone who supported our
Book Day celebration last term. We
received over £620 in commission from the
Book Fair to spend on books for the school,
and our children have also benefitted from
having some lovely books to read at home. A
big thank you to Mr Slaughter for
organising this.
Our children (and staff!) looked fabulous
dressed as their favourite book characters.
Thank you to all parents, carers and

Here at Kirton Primary School, Sport Relief
involved the infamous ‘Whopper Bopper!’
Every child from Nursery to Y6, teachers,
teaching assistants, office staff and senior
leaders all took part in ‘intensive’ training
sessions in which they learnt the three
dances.
Staff even posted the dance on the website
for the children to practise at home.
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The videos were produced in ONE take.
Boast or excuse? You decide – they are
still on the website if you would like to join
in!
Just over £425 was raised by the children.
A huge thank you to everyone who donated
money, assisted with the training or got
involved throughout the two days to help
people less fortunate than ourselves. A
special thank you to Mr Greaves for coordinating the event and organising
everyone.

The children voted for their favourite
dancer and their ‘Dancing Queen’ was Mrs
Lewis!
The culmination of the training was a wholeschool performance - and what a spectacle
it was!
Simply incredible.
Sweat poured.
Limbs ached.
Smiles ensued.
For more pictures of the event – check out
the Kirton Primary School website.

The children had such a fabulous time
rehearsing and dancing (and getting fit)
that we have decided to purchase a large
screen for the playground so they can
continue to get fit and have fun long after
this event.
Coming soon to a screen near you!
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Young Voices Choir

A group of children from our choir attended
the ‘Young Voices’ event in Sheffield in last
term.
One of those children, Daniella Hardy,
reported:
Being in Young Voices is a phenomenal
experience. You get to sing and dance (with
the brilliant Urban Striders), watch other
singers and dancers perform, and have
amazing fun with over 150 other schools.
Being a member of the choir builds your
confidence and improves your singing skills.
Visitor for Y5

Marc Scheurch (Geography Professor)
specialises in the above fields which
enhanced the learning of the Y5 topic on
Habitats and Life Cycles.
The children were given a glimpse into the
world of geography beyond primary school,
tried out some scientific apparatus used by
geographic students and got to discuss
their ideas on how to help ‘Save the Planet’.
Questions from the children were detailed
and relevant, and some of their ideas were
mature and thought-provoking.
Mr Scheurch was most impressed by the
children’s enthusiasm (as were the Y5
staff!)
Message from the Governors
As a Governing Body, we are made up of
members from many walks of life, and we all
feel really privileged to be part of this
amazing school. We are lucky enough to take
part in school-life and we see first-hand
how happy, friendly and engaged our
children are.
Last term, we were delighted to welcome
Rev Ann Lett to the Governing Body.
Learning to Save

A senior lecturer from The University of
Lincoln visited Y5 to teach our children
about rising sea levels, compound storms,
global warming, coastal erosion and the new
storm barrier in Boston.

Our ‘Learn and Earn’ initiative continues to
engage and inspire our children. The
children learn the skills of managing their
personal finance by representing the school
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and for working hard across the curriculum.
We are delighted and proud to announce
that multiple other schools across the
country have now installed banks and shops
of their own based on the successful Kirton
model.
Thank you to all the staff who support this
multi-award-winning initiative.
Sport and Dance Update (by Mr Greaves,
Mr Saw and Mrs Herd):
Boys’ Football Team

Just a couple minutes later, Seb evaded a
tackle, moved the ball well and pushed it
through to Tom - who worked with his
blistering pace to go around a defender and
then left foot a shot under their goalie. 2
nil to Kirton.
The second half saw Wyberton up their
attacking game but Matas (Kirton’s goalie)
was simply incredible - even saving a fast,
curving penalty. Benas, Kirton’s right back,
showed outstanding pace throughout the
whole game and was just where he was
needed – every time!
Total pleasure to watch and the best single
match performance I have witnessed since
being at Kirton. Well done all.
The score remained until the final whistle
blew. Kirton Primary finally made the cup
final!
The National League Trust

Kirton Primary versus Wyberton was the
match lined up for the semi-final in the
annual under 11s Cup Competition.
Tom, Kirton’s centre forward, led the very
effective warm up. Jake followed this with
ball skills exercises to ensure the whole
team was properly “in the zone”.
Over the past few years, Kirton’s football
teams (boys, girls and mixed) have secured
some incredible results and silverware but
they have never made the final of the cup!
Was this to be the day?
The match was very fast paced on a really
wet, slippery pitch. A solid defence from
Kirton (as usual) set the tone for the whole
match. Towards the end of the first half,
Kirton were awarded a free kick on the
halfway line. Jake stepped up and flew a
bending scorcher into the top right hand
corner of the goal! Result!

Girls’ Football Team
On the 11 February 2020, two football
teams (one boys and one girls) competed in
the National League Trust Under 11’s County
Cup Finals in Solihull.
In the face of adverse weather conditions freezing cold wind and snow - both teams
played well giving the other teams
challenging games.
The results of each game did not reflect on
the hard work or the perseverance of each
team member. The experience gained from
th
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this level of competition will certainly
further the teams progress for future
matches.
Although faced with much stronger
opposition. The children represented Kirton
Primary School, with exceptional behaviour,
supportive team work and good sportsman
ship.
We’re proud of you!

Sportsmanship, respect, determination and
lots of fun where in evidence throughout.
Kirton had trained hard for the event and
had a game plan for each match.
The rules are very similar to standing
volleyball (at primary school level) but this
was a game where a beach ball is used and
children have to have a part of the their
body in contact with the floor at all times
(making moving around the court tricky).
Kirton won all five games in the group stages
and then secured a 15:13 in the final to win
the event. This also qualified them for the
school games finals in Lincoln in July!
Well done everyone!
Volleyball Competition

Boys’ Football Team
Seated Volleyball Tournament

Boston Schools’ Sport Partnership held the
inaugural seated volleyball competition at
Giles Academy in February. Eleven schools
turned up to try a fully inclusive sport - and
what an event.

Twenty children (a combination of Year 3, 4,
5 and 6 split into two teams) took part in a
Volleyball Competition in Holbeach to
compete against seven other schools. The
children used their understanding of
volleyball taken from outdoor PE lessons and
lunchtime
coaching
with
Mr
Saw,
performing incredibly well in every match.
Both teams secured a third place finish in
their group.
Both teams played well in their final game
(the fifth game each of the morning)
resulting in both teams winning their final
match and securing fifth place overall
against strong opposition.
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The children were excellent all morning,
displaying well thought play, gamesmanship,
good manners and a wonderful example of
good behaviour for everyone to see.
An excellent effort Team Kirton and well
done. You’ve made us proud!
Gymnastics Development Day

Eight Y4 children took part in the
Gymnastics Development Day at Boston
High School. Following the instructions of
Boston High School staff and pupils, the
children were able to take part in a wide
variety of gymnastic activities. The children
thoroughly enjoyed their experience at the
event and they all hoped to do more
gymnastics like this in the future (the
perfect outcome from the event!) It was a
wonderful
enjoyable
afternoon
for
everyone involved that included many new
gymnastic experiences while being fun for
the children. Well done to all the Year 4
children who took part today as they tried
everything with confidence, show excellent
behaviour and manners at all times, and had
a smile on their faces throughout!
Boston School
Tournament

Partnership

Athletics

Peter Paine Sports Centre was the host for
the finals and eighteen excited children
from Kirton Primary school turned up, eager
to compete. Half the events were trackbased relays and followed by the field
events: chest push, vertical jump, long jump,
triple jump, speed bounce and javelin.
There were twenty four teams in the initial
‘knock-out’ rounds and the top twelve teams
progressed to the finals where a spot at
County Finals was on offer.
Kirton scraped into the final by coming
twelfth in the semi-finals.
This year was the best result Kirton has
ever achieved, and a proud team of adults
and children left the event with a sixth
place to their name. Such a fantastic result
achieved through sheer determination - and
baton handovers that Olympians would be
proud of!
Bring on next year! Well done to all involved.
Cross Country Championships

The Venue: William Lovell Academy
The Course: 1.6km around the playing fields
The Weather: Wet, very windy, muddy and
cold ... perfect for cross country!
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250 children arrived, very keen and a little
nervous, for the biggest race of the year.
Tough conditions ensued throughout the
event but all Kirton’s team members
managed to stay upright.
The whole team ran hard, never gave up and
all finished with excellent sprint finishes.
Mentions have to go to put to Connie , our
youngest runner, who beat the whole Kirton
team. Lexie got the award for the quickest
sprint finish and Maddie for incredible
perseverance!
In the boys race, Benas ran a steady first
two laps and then an injection of speed saw
him creep to the front of Kirton’s team.
No medals for this event but memories for
life and promising results for next year’s
event.
Well done, All!

Dance Development Afternoon

other schools that were attending. The
children worked incredibly well together
with the High School pupils. Their
performances at the end were fantastic and
they produced the technical and lengthy
routines.
Excellent afternoon for all involved!
Tennis Development Day

Ten children from Kirton Primary School
took part in an afternoon of tennis at the
Boston Tennis Club as an introduction to the
sport. The taster was to give these children
the opportunity to try a new sport they had
either little or no experience. They learned
the rules of the game, played racket and ball
games in pairs and mini singles matches on
mini courts. It was an excellent afternoon
and the children showed promise and
excellent, natural ability that would be
wonderful for them to continue and develop.
An excellent day!

Several Y5 and Y6 children attended a
Dance Development event at Boston High
School. The children worked with High
School pupils to practice a variety of
routines and perform their dance to the
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Change for Life

note: the gym equipment and climbing
frames are designed for school-age children
only. They are not safe for the use of preschool children and will become damaged
easily if used by children (or adults!) over
12.
Please report any misuse of our equipment
to the office, or the police if misuse occurs
out of school hours.

Two children from each class in Year 2, 3, 4
and 5 took part in the Change 4 Life Day at
the Peter Paine Performance Centre in
Boston. The children took part in a variety
of sport and PE activities which involved
stamina, problem solving and team work. All
the children involved thoroughly enjoyed
the morning at the event.
Clubs Available this Term
-dependent on the current crisis
Lunchtime
After School
Mon
Tues
Wed
Thur
Fri

KS1 times tables
club
KS2 times tables
club
School Council
Y6 Art Club

Film Club Y4/5/6
Multi Sports Club KS1
Football Academy Y5/6
Girls’ Football Club
Football Club
Multi Sports Club KS2

Gym equipment and Climbing Frames

We have invested a great deal of money in
the promotion of children’s fitness. Please

Kirton Nursery School
Ofsted said of our Nursery:
Children in the Nursery Year settle quickly
and make a good start to their school life.
Staff build effective relationships with
parents to meet children’s learning and care
needs well. Relationships between adults
and children throughout the early years are
nurturing and positive. Well-structured
routines and procedures mean that children
enjoy their time in school and are kept safe.
They cooperate with each other and behave
well.
With our expanding school, places are filling
quickly for our Nursery for September but
we have a few spaces left. If your child’s
date of birth falls between 1.9.16 and
31.8.17, and you would like a place, please let
our office staff know as soon as possible in
order to secure a place.
Remember, every child is entitled to 15
hours a week at our Nursery completely
free. This can be taken in the morning, in
the afternoon or all day as long as we have
enough places available. Afternoon places
are often easier to secure than morning
places which are regularly oversubscribed.
As well as the 15 free hours a week, to
which all three-year-olds are entitled, we
offer additional sessions over and above
this as well as increased flexibility when
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selecting sessions for your child. You may
choose mornings, afternoon, or a mix of
both, including full days - or even 5 full days
a week. We will do our best to accommodate
your request.
Additional sessions, above the free
entitlement of 15 hours, may be purchased
at a cost of £12.50 for 3 hours. This is
extremely competitive locally. Eligible
working parents may be entitled to 30 free
hours for their child. Lunch is also available
if required.

If you know anyone else who might benefit
from our excellent Nursery facilities,
please let them know.
Remember, we are also the only local
provider with fully qualified teachers who
are educated to degree level or higher.
Contact the office for further information.
Look out for our own website - coming soon!
Message from the PTA

We are still hoping to be running our
Sponsored Walk event again in May. The
times and dates for each year group will be
dependent on class timetables, the weather
and, of course, a return to normal working

school hours which we are all hoping for.
Thank you in advance for the fabulous
support you always give us for this event.
We are still hoping to hold our Summer Gala
is currently pencilled in for Friday 19th June
between 3.30 and 5pm. A letter will come
out with suggestions on how you might be
able to support us.
These events are traditionally our best fund
raisers. We hope they will go ahead. Please
help us to support our amazing school.

Art Week Y1
Kids’ Club
Kids’ Club is currently suspended but will be
back up and running as soon as the current
crisis has passed. If you need child care
before or after school, they may be able to
help. They run sessions from 7.30am before
school until 5.45pm after school during
term time.
For more details, contact them on
07583762072.
Bug Busting
Every school has to deal with head lice, and
we are no exception. The problem is often
more prevalent when children start back to
school after a holiday. Although we will
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never eradicate head lice, there are things
that we can do to alleviate this problem. On
Saturday, 27th April, we ask that every
child’s hair is checked at home for lice.
The following advice comes from the school
nursing team:
A fine tooth plastic comb is best for
detecting head lice and you should check
school children and family members at least
once a week. Young lice are the size of a full
stop and adults the size of a sesame seed.
Treatments are available from your GP and
are free for children. You should only treat
those people with lice living in their hair.

Thank you for not bringing dogs or other
animals onto the school site.
Thank you also for not using your phone in
the school building – this is a safeguarding
precaution.
We are a non-smoking site; this includes all
outdoor areas such as the playground. We
do not allow e-cigarettes to be smoked as
we expect all adults on our site to act as
good role models, and many of our children
are not able to distinguish between the two
types of cigarette.
Please note: it is illegal to smoke on the site
of a maintained school.

Some of our children risk suffering a lifethreatening reaction to nuts – even by being
in the vicinity of a nut. For this reason, we
ask that no child bring any food items into
school that contain nuts, even for their own
consumption.

Art Week Y2
A Few Reminders
Please let us know if you have recently
changed your telephone number or home
address, and remember to check that all
additional and emergency contact details
are also current. It would be useful for the
school to have your email address as well,
particularly in the current circumstance.

Our children know that, for safety reasons,
they should not ride their bikes or scooters
on the school site. We remind them
regularly in class and in assemblies. Please
support us by ensuring your child dismounts
at the school gate and pushes their vehicle
to the bike shed.
We are a Healthy School. Please encourage
your child to bring in healthy snacks should
they wish to have one at break time (fruit is
ideal) and remind your child that they may
bring a water bottle into school to access
during the day (water only please - in order
that we maintain our Healthy School
13

status). Our school water bottles cost
£1.20 and may be purchased from the
office. Please ensure you write your child’s
name clearly on the bottle in permanent ink.

Government to have an unacceptable
attendance rate. Any child with an
attendance rate below 90% (averaging one
day a week) is considered to be a ‘persistent
absentee’.
Lateness may also result in an unauthorised
absence being recorded. Please remember:
children should be in school and ready to
start learning by 8.55. We open our doors
early, at 8.45, in order to facilitate this.

For safety reasons, please obey the zigzag
lines on the road and do not bring vehicles
up to the school gate. Children and traffic
are never a good combination.
The school carpark is for staff use only.

If your child is unwell, you must let us know
as early as possible on their first day of
absence. Thank you to everyone who already
does this as it saves considerable
administration time and this, in turn, means
we can spend more of our diminishing
resources on teaching and learning in the
classroom. Please note: if we are unable to
contact you, we may ask the police to call at
your home to complete a ‘safe and well’
check on your child. If we are unable to
ascertain your child’s safety, we may make
a referral to Social Services. We are
obviously keen to avoid this.

Art Week Y1
Unauthorised Absences and Penalty
Notices
The school is not permitted to grant time
off to take children on holiday.
Lincolnshire County Council has the power to
take legal action in relation to unauthorised
absence from school. These include issuing
warning letters, fixed penalty notices (ie
fines) and prosecution.
Sadly, last term, penalty notices were
issued to families of children attending our
school. This is not a situation any of us
wishes to be in.
Any child with an attendance rate below
96% (which amounts to an average of less
than half a day a week) is considered by the

Are you reading this newsletter via Parent
Mail?

ParentMail has never been so important.
Most parents have already signed up to our
ParentMail service. Ensure you never miss
the latest school information. Email the
office for details. It is simple and free to
enrol.
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Remember to keep your contact details,
email address and mobile ‘phone number, upto-date on ParentMail.
Some Useful Dates for your Diary

Further information will come out for many
of the listed events, and many more events
will be added over the coming term.
All dates are subject to change.
By their nature, Sports Days are weatherdependent and may have to be rearranged
at short notice.
Under the current circumstances, all
dates should be considered ‘pencilled in’.

1.6.20 First Day of Term 6
10.6.20 New Nursery Intake Evening 5.30pm
17.6.20 New Reception Intake Evening 5.30pm
19.6.20 PTA Summer Gala 3.30 – 5pm
29.6.20 Science Week
29.6.20 Nursery Sports Day (morning and
afternoon sessions)
7.7.20 Reception and KS1 Sports Afternoon
10.7.20 Y3 and Y4 Sports Afternoon
11.7. 20 Y5 and Y6 Sports Afternoon
15.7.20 Y6 Production 5.30pm
17.7.20 Reports Sent Home
20.7.20 Y6 Fish and Chip Lunch
20.7.20 Children Meet their New Teacher
21.7.20 Last day of Term 6
2.9.20 First day or Term 1

Other websites purport to advise on Kirton
Primary School’s term dates and events.
Unhelpfully, many of these sites have the
incorrect
dates
and/or
incorrect
information. The school has no control over
other sites. We strongly recommend that
you refer to the school’s own website and
newsletters only for advice.

8.5.20 Bank Holiday – School Closed
18.5.20 – 22.5.20 Sponsored Walk Week
22.5.20 Last Day of Term 5
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KIRTON PRIMARY SCHOOL
SCHOOL TERMS - ACADEMIC YEAR 2019/20

TERM 5:

Monday 20th April 20 – Friday 22nd May 20
May Day Friday 8th May

24 days

TERM 6:

Monday 1st June 20 – Tuesday 21st July 2020

37 days

KIRTON PRIMARY SCHOOL
SCHOOL TERMS - ACADEMIC YEAR 2020/21

TERM 1:

Wednesday 2nd September 20 – Friday 16th October 20

33 days

TERM 2:

Monday 2nd November 20 – Friday 18th December 20

35 days

TERM 3:

Monday 4th January 21 – Friday 12th February 21

30 days

TERM 4:

Monday 22nd February 21 – Thursday 1st April 21

29 days

TERM 5:

Monday 19th April 21 – Friday 28th May 21
May Day Monday 3rd May

29 days

TERM 6:

Monday 7th June 21 – Thursday 22nd July 2021

34 days

KIRTON PRIMARY SCHOOL
SCHOOL TERMS - ACADEMIC YEAR 2021/22

TERM 1:

Wednesday 1st September 21 – Friday 15th October 21

33 days

TERM 2:

Monday 1st November 21– Friday 17th December 21

35 days

TERM 3:

Tuesday 4th January 22 – Friday 11th February 22

29 days

TERM 4:

Monday 21st February 22 – Friday 1st April 22

30 days

TERM 5:

Tuesday 19th April 22 – Friday 27th May 22
May Day Monday 2nd May

28 days

TERM 6:

Monday 6th June 22 – Friday 22nd July 2022

35 days
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